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1. Call / Topic information
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Type of Action COFUND (50% EC funding)

Call opening date: 17 May 2023

Call closing date: 17 October 2023

Time to inform the applicants (TTI): By end March 2024

Time to grant (TTG): By end June 2024

Total Indicative EU budget 60 m €

Expected EU contribution / project 8 -12 m €

Expected grants to be signed 6

Estimated project duration 3-5 years

Basic info
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Eligibility conditions

Participation, as beneficiaries of:

• At least five (5) national or regional authorities from at least five (5) different Member States

or Associated Countries, of which,

Who can apply? (1) 

✓ at least two (2) are representing a 'moderate' or 'emerging' innovator region and

✓ at least one (1) is representing a 'strong' or 'innovation leader' innovator region

Ref: (latest version at call closure)

- Regional Innovation Scoreboard

- European Innovation Scoreboard (entities representing national authorities)

- Global Innovation Index (AC not included in EIS)

- Participation rank in HE programme – H2020 country profile (AC not included in GII)
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http://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/performance-indicators/regional-innovation-scoreboard_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/performance-indicators/european-innovation-scoreboard
https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/framework-programme-facts-and-figures/horizon-2020-country-profiles_en


Target group (indicative)

• National and/or regional innovation authorities (min eligibility requirement)

[shape innovation policies/programmes and able to provide 50% co-funding]

• Other relevant entities

Who can apply? (2) 

✓ as beneficiaries (able to provide 50% co-funding)  - for HE eligible countries

✓ as associated partners                                           - for HE non-eligible countries

(research institutions, universities, companies, clusters, innovation intermediaries, etc.)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
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This action is intended to create connected 

REGIONAL INNOVATION VALLEYS across EU, 

involving regions with lower innovation performances 

and building on strategic areas of regional strength 

and specialization (in support of key EU priorities). 

Successful applicant regions get the label. 



• Open, inclusive, efficient, connected innovation ecosystems, for joint definition of visions/strategies

• Synergies, complementarities, collaboration notably in thematic/technological areas (+ deep-tech)

critical for EU value chains while tackling challenges of EU interest

• Increased innovation capabilities in MS/AC, allowing innovators to bring their ideas into the market, and

innovations to be scaled up at EU level

• Better links between territories and actors

• More innovation co-investments, fostering other funding leverages (COFUND).

Expected outcomes:
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Scope

Authorities in charge of public national, regional or local innovation policies & programmes, 

in cooperation with private and Research & Innovation actors  

to implement multi-annual joint activities (action plans) 

towards innovation deployment / development, 

aimed at tackling  challenges at EU, national, regional and local level. 
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Proposals should: 

• Present joint strategic visions, their commitment and agreed innovation action plans (+details in annual work plans)

• Explain the need and the reasons for the selection of:

- the action plan; should be scalable, strong EU added value

- a strategic thematic/technological area of cooperation;  

(potential for growth/competitiveness; contribution to Joint or EU priorities and HE missions)

• Highlight how cooperation will improve the EIE efficiency /performance

• Describe the activities, process and R&I assets and ensure: 

a) inclusiveness & diversity  (actors + territories)

b) participation of private actors (implementation + co-funding)

c) complementarity and synergies with funds, policies/strategies, programmes

• How the consortium will implement these activities, clear targets (+indicators), long term commitment (LoI)
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CORE COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES

.

JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

Include an ACTION PLAN 

• Coordination and support actions 

(CSA-type) - Horizontal actions

• Final agreement on joint action plan

• Preparation of setting up joint calls

Joint open calls:       

• At least 3 multi-beneficiary projects

• Similar to HE Innovation Action (IA) – type (TRL 6-8)

Collaboration of R&I actors of participating regions

• Specific thematic/technological area (+deep-tech)

• Concrete / tangible outcomes by end of project

• Managed in a coordinated manner (portfolio / links)

+

(*at least 50% of the total budget)

e.g.

• structures/tools for networking and coordination

• sharing/access to best practices, services, resources

• join knowledge assets (methods/data/processes)

• interconnection of innovation hubs 

• market analysis – access to new markets/finance

• training/skills development

• open infrastructures’ interconnection

• supportive activities for scaleup of innovative solutions

• joint public procurement

• social innovators / civil society integration

Proposals 

should:

1. Reducing reliance on fossil fuels 

2. Increasing global food security

3. Mastering the digital transformation (+ cybersecurity)

4. Improving healthcare 

5. Achieving circularity
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Example of proposal budget / actions (EIE) 

CORE COLLABORATIVE 

ACTIVITIES

Total: EUR 6 m  (30%) 

JOINT INTERREGIONAL 

PROJECTS (FSTP)

Total: EUR 14 m (70%) 

TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET (ACTION PLAN)

EUR 20 m

+
(*at least 50% of the total budget)

EUR 3 m                         EUR 7 m
EC funding

EUR 10 m (50%)

EUR 3 m                         EUR 7 m
National / regional /local/ private

co-funding

ΕUR 10 m (50%)

+ +
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50% rate to all 

beneficiaries and activities



2. Financial Support to 

third parties (FSTP)
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Example – Info on Financial Support to third parties (FSTP) 

JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

• PROVISIONS/MODALITIES OF CALL: In proposal 

• WHAT FORM? Grants

• WHO?                                                                                                         

Multi-beneficiaries projects.                                                

Recipients: R&I actors established in participating regions.

• HOW MUCH?                                                                               

Max EUR 600 000 (per FSTP recipient and per grant)

Sub-project 1 

EUR 5M
Sub-project 2 

EUR 5M

Sub-project 3 

EUR 4M

AX

C

B DX

F

E HG

X

I
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Xe.g. recipient        for all 3 projects

No double funding of same cost item!



Example - Financial Support to third parties (FSTP) – Budget

JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

Call requirement: Allocate at least 50% of the action plan’s total budget to interregional innovation projects (FSTP)   
[Action plan budget = total project budget = total eligible costs]

Allocate at 

least 50% of 

Total eligible 

costs to 

FSTP

Implementing co-funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys
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(table of Part A of proposal) 



Financial Support to third parties (FSTP) – TRL levels 

JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

Maturity of innovation (TRL levels) 
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Ref: HE General Annexes (Annex B)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


Rules & Legal base for Financial Support to third parties (FSTP) 

Implementing co-funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys
HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-03-01 

JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

• No specific call requirements (apart from max EUR 600 000 per third party)

• Beneficiaries responsible to set call conditions

🚩 Dedicated annex on FSTP to be filled in with your proposal (Part  B).

• Legal base: 

• Financial Regulation - Art 204 (2018/1046 - 18 July 2018)

• General Annexes to the Horizon Europe WP 2023-2024 (B. Eligibility)

• Horizon Europe Model Grand Agreement (Art.6.2.D.1 & Art 9.4 )

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf


Legal base for providing Financial Support to third parties (FSTP) 
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JOINT INTERREGIONAL PROJECTS (FSTP)

Horizon Europe Model Grand Agreement (Art.6.2.D.1)

The proposal must include the implementation conditions of the support and ensure 

objective and transparent selection procedures and include at least the following 

elements: 

1. the maximum amount to be granted to each third party (max EUR 600,000)

2. the criteria for determining the exact amount.

3. a closed list of the different types of activities that qualify for financial support

4. the persons or categories of persons that will be supported

5. the criteria and procedures for giving financial support

6. The measures to avoid potential conflicts of interest or unequal treatment of

applicants

General Annexes to the Horizon Europe WP 2023-

2024 (B. Eligibility) 

Applicants  must  clearly describe the  objectives and  the expected 

results incl. the  elements  listed  in the application  template

The following  conditions must  also be fulfilled:

• calls  to be published  widely   and   to adhere   to   EU 

standards of transparency,  equal  treatment,  conflict  of 

interest  and  confidentiality

• calls must be published on the F&T Portal and on the 

beneficiaries’ websites

• calls  must  remain  open  for at least 2 months;

• if  submission  deadlines  are  changed,  this   must   

immediately  be  announced  and registered  applicants  must  

be informed  of the change

• projects must  publish the outcome of the calls without delay 

– incl.  description  of projects, date  of  the  award, duration, 

the  legal  name  & country

• the calls must have a clear European dimension

(Art.9.4)The beneficiaries must ensure that:

➢ that their contractual obligations under Articles 12 (conflict of interest), 13

(confidentiality and security), 14 (ethics), 17.2 (visibility), 18 (specific rules for

carrying out action), 19 (information) and 20 (record-keeping) also apply to the

third parties receiving the support (recipients)

➢ the bodies mentioned in Article 25 (e.g. granting authority, OLAF, Court of

Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the recipients.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


3. Proposal templates
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Proposal templates 

Annexes:

1) Annual Work plan (for 1st year of project)

2) Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) info

3) Letter of intent (coordinator on behalf of beneficiaries)

4) Additional information – beneficiaries (xls. file - for policy and statistical purposes)

Applicants should submit: 

● Part A  - Forms & budget

● Part B - Technical info (main proposal – max 70 pages for COFUND)

Implementing co-funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys
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Proposal templates – Annex: Letter of intent (LoI) 
(filled in and duly signed and dated by coordinator on behalf of beneficiaries)
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Proposal templates – Annex: Additional info (xls file)
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Data on beneficiaries' regions'  (1 row per beneficiary)

Country code 

(drop down list)

NUTS 1 

( drop down list)

NUTS2

( drop down  list) If other, please specify

Are you already a 

coordiantor or a 

member of I3 

instrument? 

Is your 

consortium/your 

member planning to 

apply/has already 

applied for I3 call in 

2023?

Please indicate 

members of 

consortium who make 

part of I3 instrument

Cohesion policy status 

Check the status of 

your region here  

(drop down list)

Eligibility criterion 
See call text. 

Categorisation based on on Regional Innovation 

Scoreboard or European Innovation Scoreboard 

(for national authorities, Associated Countries). 

(drop down list)

Links with Cohesion policy and I3 

Project Acronym 
(repeat several times as 

the beneficiries number)

Project Number 

(repeat several times as 

the beneficiries number)

Thematic area of the 

proposal

(drop down list)

If other, 

please specify

Please refer with free text 

on the area,  e.g., 

“Achieving Circularity – 

Water”, “reducing the 

reliance on fossil fuels – 

Hydrogen”

Beneficiary full 

name 

(1 row per 

beneficiary)

Is the beneficiary a 

NATIONAL or REGIONAL 

AUTHORITY from a 

Member State or 

Associated Country?

If the beneficiary is a 

REGION, has it participated 

to the Call for Expression of 

Interest to become a 

REGIONAL INNOVATION 

VALLEY?

YES/NO YES/NO

Regions, Call for EoI

More developed/ 

transition/

less developed
YES/NOYES/NO

Moderate/emerging innovator 

Strong / innovation leader



4. FAQs 
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Please check the FAQs in the portal for the call!

Click 

the 

link!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq;type=0,1;categories=;tenders=;programme=null;keyword=;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-03-01;matchWholeText=true;period=null;status=0;sortQuery=publicationDate;faqListKey=faqSearchTablePageState


Can a proposal focus in more than 1 thematic/technological area? 
Yes. Proposals should be challenged-based. Applicants are encouraged to prepare proposals focused/targeted in 1 area 
(reducing reliance on the fossil fuels, food security, digital, healthcare, circularity), including deep-tech.                                        
Depending on challenge, proposals may cover more than 1 areas. 

Can an applicant submit/participate in several proposals? 

Yes. No restriction, as long as proposals have different objectives/activities, and no double funding of the same cost item.

How the COFUND call is linked to the “preparatory action” CSA calls in 2021 and 2023? 
• CSA topic (2021, 2023) finance the preparation of joint action plans (i.e. explore areas/ways of cooperation, concretise, co-design)

• COFUND topic (2023) finance the implementation of mature long-term joint action plans (already agreed areas, actions..) 

Will successful projects of the “preparatory action” call (2021, 2023) get automatically financing for their 
implementation via the COFUND call (2023) ?
Competitive call. Not linked actions. Not automatic funding. Operationally, successful 2021 projects may have some 
outcomes ready to feed in a proposal under the COFUND call, with some adjustments (objectives, links with NEIA, consortium, etc.). 

F
A

Q
s

 (
1

)

General
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Can only national / regional innovation authorities participate under the call as beneficiaries? 
• No. Any innovation entity is eligible to participate from MS/AC or other HE eligible Third countries, as long as:

a) the minimum eligibility criterion is met; b) they are committed to provide the 50% remaining co-funding. 

• No other restriction (type of partners, role, coordinator)  

• Cities/municipalities (local authorities) are eligible (but not included in min eligibility criterion) 

• Consortium composition may be evaluated (inclusiveness) 
• Other entities can be also end-beneficiaries via FSTP joint calls. 

What would be the optimal size of a consortium?
The topic does not define any optimal size of the consortia only min eligibility criterion. 

F
A

Q
s

 (
2

)

Regions/ Partners 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf


Is the FSTP part mandatory under the call?
Operationally, FSTP is an integral part of the call:
✓ the proposal should include provisions and modalities for the competitive selection and funding (joint open calls

implemented via FSTP) of at least 3 interregional innovation projects
✓ proposals should allocate at least 50% of the total budget to these interregional projects (FSTP).

What FSTP rules/requirements apply to the calls?

• Interregional projects (FSTP) to absorb at least 50% of the total eligible costs. 

• Max amount per end-beneficiary and per grant: EUR 600.000  (no double funding!)

• Consortia: responsible for the joint open calls and implementation modalities/provisions (in line with legal base). 

How extra public and private funding can be leveraged?

Partner regions (beneficiaries) may mobilise further:

✓ public funding by launching open calls targeting additional regions (not only those participating in the proposal);

✓ private funding by lowering the FSTP funding rate

→ The beneficiaries will report only the eligible costs related to the project (budget table Part A). 

F
A

Q
s
 (

3
)

Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP)
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How the applicants can cover the co-financing of 50% (COFUND)? 

Entirely up to beneficiaries to choose the source of the financing (e.g., own resources, other funding, loans, etc…).

Can be covered by any other:
✓ public (national, regional or a combination of both) or
✓ private sources (e.g. participating companies, associations, etc.)

Is there a possibility of combining HE and Cohesion policy funds for the projects’ co-funding?
Yes, provided it complies with the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) 2021-2027.
Relevant articles: CPR Article 73(2)(4), HE Article 15, also General Block Exception Regulation (GBER) Article 25c].
Synergies EC notice: https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/communications/2022/synergies-between-erdf-programmes-and-horizon-europe

F
A

Q
s
 (

4
)

CO-FUND Rate
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/communications/2022/synergies-between-erdf-programmes-and-horizon-europe


5. Annex 

Implementing co-funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys
HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-03-01 



Definitions (in part B of proposal)
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Co-fund action An action to provide multi-annual co-funding to a programme of activities established or implemented by legal entities managing or funding R&I
programmes, other than Union funding bodies; such a programme of activities may support networking and coordination, research, innovation,
pilot actions, and innovation and market deployment actions, training and mobility actions, awareness raising and communication, dissemination
and exploitation, and provide any relevant financial support, such as grants, prizes and procurement, as well as Horizon Europe blended finance
or a combination thereof.

Deep tech Deep tech innovation aims to provide concrete solutions to our societal problems by finding its source in a deep interaction with the most
recent scientific and technological advances and by seeking to produce a profound impact in the targeted application areas.

Interregional Innovation 
Investments (I3) 
Instrument

The I3 Instrument is a new Cohesion Policy tool focusing on existing interregional partnerships that emerged around concrete smart
specialisation strategies.

Innovation action An action primarily consisting of activities directly aiming to produce plans and arrangements or designs for new, altered or improved products,
processes or services, possibly including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation and market replication.

Regional Innovation Valley A regional innovation valley has to meet the following main conditions:
i. Enhance the coordination and directionality of the region’s R&I investment and policies, at regional level in support of key EU priorities

and to address the most burning challenges facing the EU
ii. Engage, building on shared or complementary smart specialisation areas (where applicable) in interregional collaboration to develop

innovation, including deeptech innovation, and help [increase innovation cohesion by addressing Europe’s persistent innovation divide]
between regions at different levels of development and/or innovation performance by including regions with lower innovation
performance;

iii. Strengthen and connect their regional innovation ecosystems, including for example through joint innovation action plans to constitute
connected regional innovation valleys] building on their Smart Specialisation Strategies (containing milestones and targets) and, where
applicable, on the participation in the Partnerships for Regional Innovation (PRIs).
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Thank you! 

EISMEA-EU-ECOSYSTEMS@ec.europa.eu

# HorizonEU #EUinnovates

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

mailto:EISMEA-EU-ECOSYSTEMS@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/tenders-and-grants/financing-decisions_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52022DC0332
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/i3/wp-call/2023/call-fiche_i3-2023-inv1_en.pdf#page29
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/i3/wp-call/2023/call-fiche_i3-2023-inv2a_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=i3;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=44416173;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-03/28022022_FAQ%20portal.pdf


https://eismea.ec.europa.eu

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
mailto:EISMEA-I3-INSTRUMENT@ec.europa.eu


Closing remarks

NICOLA DE MICHELIS

Director for Smart and Sustainable Growth 

and Programmes Implementation IV

Directorate-General for Regional and Urban 

Policy (DG REGIO)
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