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Increase the competitiveness and resilience 
of EU value chains to achieve cohesion goals

• Interconnecting regional innovation ecosystems along S3 priorities
(connected regional innovation valleys)

• Combining bottom-up S3 priorities with EU strategic priorities

• Supporting demonstration, commercialization and scale-up of
interregional investments (in high TRL 6-9)

• Create synergies and complementarities with EU Programmes
(eg. ERDF regional and national programmes, Interreg, Horizon Europe)

Specific objectives



Strand 1 support for investments in interregional 
innovation projects in shared smart specialisation areas 

Strand 2a support for investments in interregional 
innovation projects for the development of value chains 
in less developed regions

Strand 2b | Capacity building for the development of 
value chains in less developed regions 

Technical assistance & experimentation



Less developed regions face obstacles linked to innovation building and diffusion 
and often experience difficulties in building institutional and legal environments 
conducive to innovation.

Increasing the capacity of regional innovation ecosystems in less developed
regions to collaborate in EU value chains



Facilitating interregional cooperation between regional innovation 
ecosystem actors to participate in calls under I3 strands 1 and 2a

Fostering collaboration between more developed regions, transition 
regions and less developed regions

Addressing the needs of regions with specific challenges, such as EU 
outermost regions and regions with difficulties in retaining and 
attracting talents
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results;programCode=I3
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Innovation Actors & Q-helix 

partnerships on behalf of                   

regional ecosystems

Public 
authorities 

Universities 

RTOs 

Industry, 
business 

associations, 
clusters,

SMEs, startups, 

End-users, 
citizens
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Relevance
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Quality
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Cost effectiveness

Impact
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/how/improving-investment/sco/decision_10_annex_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf


the equipment is purchased in 

compliance with the principles 

of procurement

the depreciation is recorded in 

the beneficiary’s accounts and is 

calculated in accordance with 

international accounting 

standards and beneficiary’s usual 

accounting practices. 

depreciation costs of equipment, infrastructure or other assets are eligible if:

the assets are included in 

the asset register of the 

beneficiary

Only portion of costs which corresponds to the duration of the action and the rate of actual use for the

purpose of the action can be charged to the project

Rental and Leasing are eligible - if costs do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment
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• 100% of total project costs
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/how/is-my-region-covered/


Part C - obligatory: NUTS participants data, non-obligatory: innovation type, TRL levels, time to market.



Compulsory

Press and check 

the errors

No upload, direct entry
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https://een.ec.europa.eu/
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/i3-2022-cap2b;callCode=I3-2022-CAP2b;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/ciccom/files/JDJ5JDEwJE42SWdaL3lab1dSUzZySU05QXBRMXVPQUJEeXJ1Q1pzY1VrR0NzMEdlUmlORUdrRWJ0YjR5/callstrand2b12122022finalxpdf1670939343-en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/i3/agr-contr/mga_i3_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/i3/temp-form/af/af_i3_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/i3-2022-cap2b
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=1867927
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/Proposal+forms
mailto:EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eismea-i3-instrument@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/i3/
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


https://eismea.ec.europa.eu

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
mailto:EISMEA-I3-INSTRUMENT@ec.europa.eu

